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little practical good to those who in all the world have
the most direct claim upon them.

The "white slave traffic/' considered in the fnll
significance of the phrase, where it involves the
kidnapping and abduction of girls for immoral
purposes, has only recently been reduced by legislation
in this country to very unimportant dimensions
scarcely justifying its inclusion as a cause of
immorality. In other countries the danger is still
great. There can be little doubt that of the happily
small number of girls who disappear mysteriously anci
are not heard of again, a proportion meet with this
terrible fate. While we should feel the deepest concern
so long as one victim in ten years may be so
desperately wronged within the limits of our humane
civilization, and hold ourselves in readiness actively
to support any movement or legislation which may
promise to minimize this danger, we are compelled to
keep this factor well in the background of any
well-proportioned consideration of the whole subject of
evil moral conditions.

It may, however, be opportune to point out here
that girls may undoubtedly run a certain amount
of risk in responding too freely to the advances
of strangers when travelling, and in particular in
entering motor-cars or taxi-cabs with chance acquaint-
ances, even although the offer of a " lift " may appear
to be made in all good faith. Neither should they
allow themselves to be induced to enter a strange house
upon any pretext which may seem at all extravagant
or suspicious.

Those persons who are engaged in this nefarious
business often employ drugs. In one case which
came to the knowledge of the writer an attempt of this
kind was made upon a girl late at night in a London
omnibus. A man and a woman, both total strangers
to her, entered the almost empty vehicle, and the man
sat on the vacant seat at her side. The man dropped